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The Librarian’s Notebook       
 

2012:  Friend Memorial Library 100 Years Old 
 

This coming year 

Friend Memorial 

Library will be 

100 years old! 

Our library has 

come a long way: 

from a private 

lending library at 

the old Odd 

Fellows Hall (at 

the turn of the 

20
th
 century), to 

the former skating 

rink building near where the library now stands, to 

the 1912 original library building, built with donated 

funds on land donated by the Friend brothers. This is 

the façade you still see today. In 1939 electric lights 

were put in. In the 1950s the library was enlarged and 

the luxury of a flush toilet was added. Over the 

decades, a series of additions were built until, in 

1999, the lovely renovation that you enjoy now was 

completed. This design, by Elliott & Elliott, won a 

prestigious award from the American Institute of 

Architects and the American Library Association for 

excellence in design. But more importantly, as 

everyone who visits the library feels, it is a lovely, 

welcoming space at the heart of our community. Over 

the years, the library’s collection and its services 

have grown and improved until it has become a truly 

outstanding small library. 
 

Always, through these 100 years, 

everything about this library has 

been made possible by its 

community of library supporters. 

To celebrate the library’s 100
th
 

birthday, we will be having a 

summer birthday party, with CAKE, on the library 

lawn, to which everyone is invited.   
   

Library Automation ï the libraryôs birthday gift 

to YOU 
 

As we begin our library’s next 100 years, we look 

forward into the future.  In 2012 we will begin the 

process of automating the library’s catalog and 

circulation operations. Some of you will cheer and 

some may be sorry to think of losing the old card 

catalog, but let me assure you that the atmosphere of 

the library will remain and the service will be 

improved. What automation means for you is that by 

using the online catalog you will be able to check to 

see whether the library has a particular book and 

reserve it right from home. You will have more and 

better ways of searching for books and other items 

you might be interested in. At one click we will be 

able to tell you whether any 

of your books are overdue or 

whether you have returned all 

your books. Or you can check 

for yourself. Our friendly 

staff will be here to give all 

the help you need to become 

accustomed to the new system.  
 

For those of us who will miss the old card catalogs 

for their historical value, for the childhood memories 

they evoke, and because they are lovely wooden 

objects, let me tell you that ours will remain as the 

tables that hold our catalog computers.  As historic 

artifacts, they will still be here, although they will not 

be maintained as working catalogs.   
 

Automation is a time consuming process, but we 

hope to have the new system functional within 2012 

and with as little disruption as possible. If you are 

excited about automation for FML, consider being an 



Automation Angel. Our estimated budget for 

automation is approximately $20,000. A significant 

donation to this project will qualify you as one of our 

Automation Angels. Help the library take wing to the 

catalog on the cloud! Or, if automation isn’t what 

excites you, if you have ever thought you would 

someday like to make a special gift to the library, 

what better time could there be than on its 100
th
 

birthday.  Consider a gift to the library endowment. 

Help Friend Memorial continue to be the exceptional, 

community supported library that it is. 
 

What else is new? 
 

For those of you with an interest in genealogy, 

Ancestry.com has recently been added to the Marvel 

databases available to you free through the library. 

This database must be accessed at the library rather 

than from your home, but it’s still a nice addition. 

   

Since last February, FML cardholders have been able 

to download free audio books and eBooks through 

Download Library, linked from our website. Some of 

you have expressed disappointment in the choices 

and availability of books through this statewide 

shared resource. I am in the process of working out 

enhancements specifically for our library that should  

give us more satisfactory download options. 
 

If you haven’t checked out the Kids’ Page of the 

FML website (also new this year), we currently have 

12 reviews by six kids to give you good book ideas. 

Remember to watch for the announcement for Love 

Your Library 2012, due in your mailbox in late 

January. 

Have a cozy winter. 

 Stephanie Atwater, Library Director

 

In the Garden    
 

Another year in the garden is coming to a close.  As I write this, November is passing quickly and December will 

soon be here.  The leaves have nearly finished their display of autumnal splendor and are covering the ground to 

complete their cycle with Mother Earth. Time slips on by...and soon the dreams of another growing season are 

stirring in our souls again. Before we know it, spring will be here, and we 

will once again be able to enjoy the beautiful garden at our favorite 

library in Brooklin, Maine.  I guess I am a little premature, but I am 

always happy to dream of the next gardening season.  I invite you to 

dream of your own new beginnings in your own gardens for 2012 and 

also for our little gem of a garden in the center of our lovely town.  
 

We have lots to do next season, with a few new plantings and ideas for 

future changes and enhancements.   This fall we planted “Globemaster” 

alliums betwixt the daylilies for a bit of garden whimsy in the coming 

spring.  These will be fun to see punctuating the grassy mounds of the 

many daylilies that grace the planting bed in the forward part of the 

garden.   And the little “stump garden” will add some delight in the spring 

with a few new plants and possibly a fairy house to inspire a child’s 

imagination.    
 

This year the Canadian hemlock was pruned and shaped by Holbrook 

Williams of North Brooklin.  He did a wonderful job and we are hoping 

to see some new lush growth next season. Scott Holden and I moved the 

rhododendron from the middle bed to the back of the garden to open up 

an area for new planting ideas for next year. A handful of shrubs were 

also lightly pruned and will be reshaped in the spring as well. 
 

So, there is always much to do in any garden, and nothing really ever remains static.  That is the excitement of 

gardening and of life!  I wish you all a wonderful winter season and I am looking forward to seeing you 

experiencing the library garden next spring.  We are always looking for new ideas to add to the enjoyment 

this garden brings to our community and to our summer visitors.   Perhaps you would consider becoming a garden 

volunteer next year! 
 June Sendrowski 



 

 

 

Library Calendar  

 
Holiday Open House ï Saturday,  

December 10, 1 to 3 p.m. at the library 

 
Storytime – Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

Programs 
 

Call Stephanie if you have a program or 

travelogue you might like to present, as the 

winter schedule is still under development. 

 

 

 

Art Exhibits 

 
November – Ava Sealander and 

Lindsay Nevin – paintings and pottery 

 

December – Don Dodd – wood carvings 

 

January – Brooklin Fiber Arts 

 

February – “Love Your Library” 

 

March  – Ellenore and Grace Tarr – 

drawings 

 

April  – to be announced 

 

May – to be announced  

 
 

More programs and exhibits are being scheduled- 

watch for posters and the local press,  

and check our website:   

 

www.friendml.org 

 

 

 

 

Summer Gallery 2011 
 

 

 

 

June Eatonôs retirement party 

in May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Fabric Art exhibit 

in June by  

Marge Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4
th
 of July book 

sale customers on 

their way home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.friendml.org/


 

Holiday Open House…and Music!  
 

Please join us for sweets and savories, mulled cider, and 

holiday cheer at our annual Holiday Open House at the library 

on Saturday, December 10, from 1 to 3 p.m.   Music will be 

presented by two young violinists from Brooklin, Colin and 

Brandon Aponte.  Sponsored by (and home-made treats 

provided by) the Friends of the Library. 

 

 
This newsletter is dedicated to the memory of our  

dear friend and fellow board member of  

the Friends of the Library, 

 Millie Lohrmann. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Friend Memorial Library 
 

Winter Hours 
Tuesday 10 to 4 

Thursday 10 to 6 

Friday & Saturday 10 to 4 

 

Summer Hours 
(July & August) 

Tuesday through Saturday 

10 to 6 

 

359-2276 

 
www.friendml.org 

 
director@friend.lib.me.us 

Board Members of 

The Friends of Friend Memorial Library  

Jane Whitney, President; Richard Freethey, Vice President; Corinne 

Ricciardi, Treasurer; Anita Jacobssen, Secretary; Stephanie Atwater, 

Library Director; Lee Holmes, Peggy Hopkins, Sharron Ellis, Kay 

Grover,  Judy Mathewson, Jean Porter, Marge Wilson 
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